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Verb Overview

• Verbs = doing words (words that express an action)

• E.g: to run, to walk, to read.

1. Transitive and Intransitive Verbs

• Also as, in English, in German verbs are divided into 2 
basic grammatical categories – transitive verbs and 
intransitive verbs
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• transitive verbs – a verb that can take a direct object.

• and intransitive verbs – verb that take a indirect 
object.

• Some verbs may be used either as transitive verbs or 
intransitive verbs , e.g., he wristled as he worked
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2. Personalendungen (Personal Endings) 

• German, like English, distinguishes between the first 
person, the second person, and the third person.

• Each person can be either singular or plural.

• Verb is conjugated (i.e. takes an ending)
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Verb Tenses

• Verbs have tense;  that is,  different forms of the verb 
indicate the time when the action of the verb takes place, 
e.g. present, past or future tense. 
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1. Strong Verbs and Weak Verbs

• Weak Verbs: are regular verbs and predictable forms

• They do follow a regular pattern when you conjugate them

• Keep the same stem vowel

Schwache / Regelmäßige Verben

• Strong Verbs: are irregular verbs

• They don‘t follow a regular pattern

• Präsens: Stem vowel changes in 2.P sg & 3.P. sg

• You need to learn them by heart!!

Starke / Unregelmäßige Verben

• Präsens: these verbs do follow the pattern of the Regular

• but behave like Irregular Verbs in Past Tense. 

Mischverben – Mixed verbs
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Verb im Infinitiv - Verb in Infinitive
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When you conjugate a verb

• 1. You have to know if the verb is weak (regular) 
or strong (irregular).

• 2. Look at the list of Irregular Verbs the teacher
gave you

Simple Present = Infinitive Stem + PT Personal ending
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lernen ? regular or irregular
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lernen is a regular

• Weak Verbs: are regular verbs and 
predictable forms

• They do follow a regular pattern 
when you conjugate them 

• Keep the same stem vowel

Schwache / Regelmäßige Verben
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When you conjugate a verb

• 1. You have to know if the verb is weak (regular) or
strong (irregular).

• 2. Look at the list of Irregular Verbs the teacher gave
you

• 3. If the Verb IS NOT on the list go to REGULAR VERBS

• 4. If the Verb IS on the list go to IRREGULAR VERBS
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Verb im Infinitiv - Verb in Infinitive
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wohnen ? regular or irregular



By: Yanti Salina Shaari

wohnen is a regular

• Weak Verbs: are regular verbs and 
predictable forms

• They do follow a regular pattern 
when you conjugate them 

• Keep the same stem vowel

Schwache / Regelmäßige Verben
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Drop the ending
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Take the stem
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Regular Verbs

ich 1.Ps. singular

du 2.Ps. singular

er/sie/es 3.Ps. singular

wir 1.Ps. plural

ihr 2.Ps. plural

sie/Sie 3.Ps. plural
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sprechen ? regular or irregular
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sprechen is listed = irregular

• Strong Verbs: are irregular verbs

• They don‘t follow a regular pattern

• Präsens: Stem vowel changes in 2.P sg & 3.P. 
sg

• You need to learn them by heart!!

Starke / Unregelmäßige Verben
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sprechen = irregular
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Irregular Verbs

ich 1.Ps. singular

du ** 2.Ps. singular

er/sie/es ** 3.Ps. singular

wir 1.Ps. plural

ihr 2.Ps. plural

sie/Sie 3.Ps. plural
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VERBS – Special Cases

If the stem ends in:
• -s- i.e. lesen
• -ss-i.e. lassen
• -ß- i.e. stoßen
• -z- i.e. schützen

the ending for Du is -t, not -st:
• -s- i.e. lesen Du liest
• -ss-i.e. lassen Du lässt
• -ß- i.e. stoßen Du stoßt
• -z- i.e. schützen Du schützt
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Regular Verbs

ich 1.Ps. singular

du 2.Ps. singular

er/sie/es 3.Ps. singular

wir 1.Ps. plural

ihr 2.Ps. plural

sie/Sie 3.Ps. plural
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VERBS – Special Cases

If the stem ends in:
• -d i.e. schneiden
• -t i.e. antworten
• -m i.e. atmen
• -n i.e. rechnen

but not always in –m or -n:
• -rm, -rn i.e. umarmen, lernen
• -nn, -mm i.e. gewinnen, kommen
• -(vowel)m i.e. träumen
• -hn i.e. wohnen
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VERBS – Special Cases

Then we add an e between stem and the endings     -st and -t:
• -d i.e. schneiden: Ich schneide, Du Schneidest
• -t i.e. antworten: Ich antworte, Du antwortest
• -m i.e. atmen: Ich atme, Du atmest
• -n i.e. rechnen: Ich rechne, Du rechnest

but not in:
• -rmi.e. umarmen: Ich umarme, Du umarmst
• -rn i.e. lernen: Ich lerne, Du lernst
• -nn i.e. gewinnen: Ich gewinne, Du gewinnst
• -mm i.e. kommen: Ich komme, Du kommst
• -(vowel)m i.e. träumen Ich träume, Du träumst
• -hn i.e. wohnen: Ich wohne, Du wohnst
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VERBS – Special Cases - ATMEN

Ich Wir

Du Ihr

Er

Sie

Es

Sie

atm

atm

atm

atm

atm

atm

e

est

et

en

et

en
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VERBS – Special Cases

If the verb ending is not –en, but -n:

• klingeln

• lächeln

• ändern

• fördern

Then we conjugate the verb like in the table below:
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VERBS – Special Cases - KLINGELN

Ich Wir

Du Ihr

Er

Sie

Es

Sie

klingel

klingel

klingel

klingel

klingel

klingel

e

st

t

n

t

n
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